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Salvage
yard is
topic of

petition =

By Nick Tabor
For the Citizen Patriot

Two men who to
ma salvage yard il.']lf.g:nna
ship will need to jump
through more
they expected if a new peti-
tion by area residents meets
its goal. _

But the p own-

-ers won’t find out until at
least next month, which is the
soonest the township board
will again consider new con-
ditions for issuing a permit
for the controversial project,
which would be on 23 acres
near I-o4 and M—gg.

“Show me the facts,” said
Milne Martinez, who pre-
septﬁed Iu:.t‘& ﬂ' planners
wi . petition during
Wednesday night’s meeting.

“Shmvme?c{.l;r.flmﬁuw
me your prop Make me
and the board feel comfort-
able,” Martinez said, summa-
rizing her expectations of the
investors. :

The township board de-
cided in July not to act on
the planning commission’s
recommendation tg issue the
permit. Instead it plan-
ners to learn more about the
potential environmental im-
pact of the salvage yard and
reconsider.

for other auto
than Planningco

would

When planners met
Wednesday, about 18 resi-
dents came to speak — most
of them hoping the commis-
sion would revole its recom-
mendation or suggest stricter
permit conditions.

“It's been told to us repeat-
edly that yes, this could affect

our — tax-~wise and
:ﬁﬁqﬁf Martinez

She said a salvagé yard
near their homes' could de-

crease pro values and
emissingsﬁ?ggymiinthelnt

would sink into the ground
and damage the water sup-

“We're just fighting for
clean water,” resident Mona
Wilson said.

Pete Pil:etl.ﬁé a mspecl:i'.;le
owner o vage yard,
has said the business will be
a good neighbor and that he
hopes to make it an example

e s.
issioners re-
peatedly reminded residents
that they can base a recom-
mendation on township or-
dinances — not on residents’
preferences.

uId wuutl;l:l a?.sliln:ne that 1{
we this, (the investors

engm legal recourse,”
planning commission Chair-
man John Noakes said.

The petition — signed by
about 20 people — asks the
township board to require
the investors to meet stan-
dards established by the De-
partment of Environmental
Quality and other govern-
ment bodies before it issues
th_erﬁennit.

ough - those organiza-
tions should enforce the
regulations themselves, resi-
dents said they fear statewide
budget cuts have made the
township board the last line
of protection.

“You guys are sort of our
last hope,” resident Bill Dob-
bins said.

The planning commission
will discuss the petition on
Sept. 3.



