Precious was bom four weeks ago with
afifth leg protnuding from her slomadh, be-
tween herhind legs Theextraleg has sixtoes.

/ - In an anticle The Gazeite published
7~ | kast week, Owensby said he didn't have

L enough money to pay to amputate the
¢ 'ﬁ

dog’s fifth leg. The story struck the heart of
Gezette readers and several called the Pet
Hospital in Bessermer City, offering to help
pay for the operation, said Robert Neunzig,
s thePet Hospital's head surgeon.

Mike Hensdil/Tre Gazene  Another reader contacted Owensby
Cahin Owensby holds Precious, a puppy bom @nd said she would pay for the amputa-
with a fifth leg. Owensby had asked for help to rinnu:'IdETSE]f if he took Precious to the
pay for a surgery for the puppy, but instead soid Eastridge Pet Hospital in Gastonia, )
: . Owensby took the dog to Eastridge
e i S s aiig e TR }\-iﬂndaymﬂming.where}%—mys revealed
1] an extra piece of bone growing near the
base. Veterinarian Clint Lowrey couldn't
Ive- e e account for it, but he said it might be a
“remnant ofa tail.”
Lowrey said he would at-
. N tempt 10 amputate the leg in
u 0 Ins a few months, after Precious
grew large enough. The leg's
presence probably does not
indicate internal health prob-
lems, he said, but he expects it
rea s ow to at least cause discomfort,
That same day, Owenshy
etwned a message from
Instead of surgery, - siesowauner john strong,
Owensby agreed to sell the
I dog that afternoon.
Praciolis sold for ogfadmen o
he'd offer me,” Owensby said.
$3,000 t0 OWNEY Of Guencoy and his fanederwi
traved to New York this weekend
0 display Precious in Strong's
CDney ISland Show exhibit for the Fourth of July.
Afterward Owensby  will
m:g@'?mknggmmm keep Precious with hermother
Precious, the five-legged Chihuahua f&:!ﬂﬁiﬁgﬁ:ﬁfﬁ?
puppy from Gastonia, was 12 weeks j,o Then Strong will drive to
away from getting her extra leg ampu- ¢acionia 1o pick herup.
tated, thanks to an anonymous donor, P e,
when Calvin Owensby received a call smm]fo-. ik il 15 .
from the owner of a Coney Island freak " e
him the remaining $2,000 when
show Monday aftemoon. i
x he takes possession of the dog

Now Precious will keep her fifth leg for good. Strongsaid he all

forever. She'll join a
two-headed cow, a two-
headed snake and 25

hisanimals with care,
“It costs you so much
money vou couldn't replace

b il e it, so why would you treat it
aﬁii’mﬁf SR bad?" he said. “Thedog's going

R . 10 have a loving home and be
Bﬁa&ﬂmb} sold her for BASTON.  copd b ardd 2 0k it

“I'm sad. I'mreallvsad. gazette ‘EE']:‘I o see ;:):nngu‘:;'n:' itlrsa
But we're going through AH-WAL IOPOSIOT,
; " Strong said as many as
hand ed Duenl Bodi o0 Deld ity e e
sid. “Wedon't want to . . I ¥
i . " opinionon - ¢jnys this weekend. He charg-
doftbutwehavetn.” thisston?  e5g3 in view his 27 live “freak
Owensby was laid off in

Go online imals” — i
Jecember, and he hasn't 14 vent and ;]E:nimand tﬁﬁggs p&aﬁ‘?

bundajobsince then. He ¢ pr x 3
ﬂdl,egﬁmﬁm@mﬂ ciﬁg;ﬁetf gsmﬂ'_ed or mu.inlmﬁedan.l_n'ials
wse themaoney to pay bills, in his museum. He calls it the
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Sideshow ownerJohn Srongsaid hehas Owenshy said he feeds confident
wanted a five-legged dogfor several years, tetPreciouswil receivegood care

"You don't find a five-legged dog just _"VVETe gonna miss her. We
anywhere, you know,” Strong said. “Nor- €0t attached to that thing,” he
mally when they come up they cut the said."T know alot of people are

extra leg off within the first three or four going o get mad. But if they
months of their life.” were in my shoes, they would

doirton, | guess.”



